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Mark Mitchell, chair of the Vermont Commission on Native American Affairs, and I met with Ralph Swett of Evansville, Vermont to examine human remains that he has in his possession.   The goal of the visit was to document the remains and try to determine cultural affiliation if possible.

Skeletal Inventory:

2 nearly complete skulls

1 partial skull – left temporal with ear and mastoid process

3 mandibles – some molars present in two of the jaws

1 innominate – largely intact

1 clavicle

1 scapula

1 sacrum

2 humeri – one an inch longer than the other suggesting two individuals

1 radius

1 ulna

1 tibia

1 fibula

1 rib – broken

12 vertebrae – appear to be from one individual that were strung together but the string disintegrated upon handling

26 foot/ankle bones but may include some bones from the hands too – did not spend much time analyzing these bones
Observations:

At least three individuals are represented based on the presence of three skulls or skull fragments and three mandibles.   No incisors were included in the collection so I could not determine ethnicity.   Molars on the two mandibles that had teeth did not appear to have any cavities and the cusps were slightly worn.  Inscription on one of the skulls is unusual and has been transcribed in a recent article on the remains and read something like   “Excavated in front of the Farris Hotel at Pueblo, Colo., Dec. 20th 1888. Supposed to be a victim of Indian massacre in 1860' (actual year of massacre was 1854)”.   The zero of the 1850 inscription was blurred and could have been another digit.  The cranium of the other complete skull had been sawed off, perhaps the result of an autopsy. 

Recommendations:

The remains should be examined by Deborah Blom a forensic anthropologist at the University of Vermont to hopefully determine cultural affiliation.  Upon completion of the analysis arrangements should be made to repatriate the human remains to the appropriate group(s) in Colorado for proper treatment and reburial as soon as possible.       

